INTRODUCTION
Mosquitoes in the genus Culex are the most important vectors of West Nile (WN) virus worldwide (Hayes 1989) .
Adult females of the mosquito species Culex nigripalpus
Theobald and Culex quinquefasciatus Say have been found naturally infected with WN virus in the Florida Keys (Hribar et al. 2004b ). Both of these species are competent laboratory vectors of WN virus (Sardelis et al. 2001; Turell et al. 2005) . Although their larvae may be collected in waterfilled containers near human habitation (Nayar 1982; Hribar et al. 2001 Hribar et al. , 2004a , risk of infection with WN is focal and varies in space and time (Rutledge et al. 2003) . Therefore, this study was initiated to identify the habitats where the larvae of these two potential vector species occur in the Florida Keys, Monroe County, Florida, USA.
METHODS
Larval mosquitoes were collected daily from 1 January until 31 December 2002 (exclusive of weekends and holidays).
Natural and artificial containers, septic tanks, sewage treatment plants and standing ground waters were examined visually for presence or absence of mosquito larvae.
When larvae were encountered they were collected either by use of a 250 ml (half-pint) dipper or a 45 ml turkey baster, depending on the size of the larval habitats. Narrowmouthed containers (e.g. drinks bottles) were ignored because they usually do not produce significant numbers of mosquito larvae (Focks et al. 1981) . One larval sample was removed from each larval habitat; no attempt was made to remove all larvae. Larval samples were placed into 150-ml plastic jars and returned to the laboratory daily for identification. Specific identification and habitat type were Larval habitats with less than 20 total samples were not included in the calculations of Kendall's t statistic because 'rare' categories may skew the calculation of Kendall's t and obscure patterns among the more common categories (Bullock 1971) . Statistical analyses were calculated with the aid of SPSS computer software (SPSS, Inc. 2001).
Samples lacking habitat data or specific identification of larvae were not included in statistical analyses.
RESULTS
A total of 4,777 mosquito larval collections were examined, 4,589 of which were included in the statistical analyses. Of these, 2,289 (49.9%) contained neither C. nigripalpus nor C. quinquefasciatus larvae. The remaining 2,300 samples consisted mostly of C. quinquefasciatus (2,093; 91%).
Culex nigripalpus was found in 9% of the larval samples.
The co-occurrence of C. nigripalpus with C. quinquefasciatus was detected in 58% of samples containing C.
nigripalpus (Table 1 ). The coefficient of interspecific association was 0.190^0.001, indicating a slightly positive association between the two species. This association was significant at the 0.05 level, x 2 (7.206) . x 2 0.05 (3.841). There was a significant correlation of rank-order of occurrence of larvae in the 16 most commonly used larval habitats (t ¼ 0.513, P ¼ 0.007, two-tailed test). Septic tanks and sewage treatment plants were common habitats for C. quinquefasciatus larvae, but much less so for C. nigripalpus.
Buckets and boats were common larval habitats for both species, as were ornamental ponds, tyres and garbage receptacles. Discarded plastic containers, especially food containers, were also utilized by both species. Interestingly, vases, flowerpots and plant trivets were only rarely used by C. nigripalpus, whereas C. quinquefasciatus larvae were often collected from these containers ( Table 2 ).
The diversity of containers utilized by Culex species mosquitoes was impressive. In addition to the larval habitats listed in Table 2 , ornamental plants such as bromeliads were found to serve as larval habitats for these species, as well as less commonly encountered larval habitats such as abandoned household fixtures (bathtubs, toilets, sinks), discarded cooking utensils (broiler pans, cups, pots), pet dishes, automobiles and golf carts, 
